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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
MAY-AUGUST 2025 TRIMESTER

EXAMINATIONS FOR MASTERS, BACHELOR OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY & DIPLOMA IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
EVENING PROGRAMME
MRIR 911: THEORIES OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
DATE:          AUGUST, 2025				                                  TIME:  2    HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
i. Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
ii. This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s) 
2. Answer Question One (COMPULSORY) and ANY TWO Questions in Section B
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s)
4. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
5. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE
6. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered them
7. Write your answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise 
8. Keep your phone(s) SWITCHED OFF at the front of the examination room
9. Do not refer to any unauthorized material before or during the course of the examination
10. You are only allowed to leave the examination room 30 minutes to the end of the Examination	



SECTION A: ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS IN THIS SECTION (20 MARKS)
QUESTION ONE (COMPULSORY)
a) Discuss the following statement: “What is international anarchy and why is it a fundamental element of realism? (10 marks)
b) Hans Morgenthau, the founding father of classic realism distinguishes types of foreign aid and of all these types, he claims that “much of what goes by the name foreign aid today is in the nature of bribes.” Discuss (10 marks)

SECTION B- ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS (30 MARKS)

QUESTION TWO
Using any of the International Relations theories, assess the validity of the following statement: The rise of China and the resurgence of Russia heralds the return of great power politics to international relations and will represent the greatest security challenge for the United States for the foreseeable future. (15 marks) 
QUESTION THREE
What role does rationality play in different theories of international relations? Do all theories mean the same thing by “rationality”? Compare and contrast different treatments of rationality in IR theory. Which approach do you find most sensible and useful, and why?  (15 marks)
   
QUESTION FOUR
[bookmark: _Hlk117784211]How might a constructivist approach to world politics inform an understanding of the causes and ways of ending interstate war? (15 marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk117784169]
QUESTION FIVE
What are the main characteristics of ‘market’ liberalism? Are these characteristics discernible in the neoliberal globalisation project? (15 marks)
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