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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
January –April 2026 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOR OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
FULL-TIME PROGRAMME
RBIR 7428: CONTEMPORARY DIPLOMATIC LAW AND PRACTICE 
DATE: 	 13th APRIL 2026							            TIME: 2 HOURS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet
SECTION A: COMPULSORY – ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS (30 MARKS)

QUESTION ONE

a) Define the following terms as used in diplomatic and consular law, and give one practical example for each. 								(10 marks)
i) Diplomacy
ii) Customary international law
iii) Agreement
iv) Diplomatic immunity
v) Consular protection 
b) With reference to both historical and African contexts, discuss how diplomacy evolved from ad hoc envoys to permanent diplomatic missions.				 (10 marks)
c) Using relevant examples, explain why African states rely heavily on multilateral diplomacy in managing political, economic, and security challenges.			 (10 marks) 

SECTION B: ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS FROM THIS SECTION (40 MARKS)

QUESTION TWO
a) Examine the key contributions of the Congress of Vienna (1815) to the development of modern diplomatic law. 								10 marks)
b) Assess the long-term relevance of the Vienna system in contemporary diplomatic practice, including examples from Africa.							 (10 marks)

QUESTION THREE
a) Discuss the role of treaties and customary international law in regulating diplomatic relations prior to the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations (1961). 	(10 marks)
b) Evaluate the extent to which customary international law remains relevant in the regulation of diplomatic relations today. 							(10 marks)


QUESTION FOUR
a) Critically analyze the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations (1961) as the cornerstone of diplomatic law.	 							(10 marks)
b) Using examples from African state practice, discuss how diplomatic privileges and immunities balance functional necessity with host-state sovereignty. 		(10 marks)

QUESTION FIVE
a) Explain the legal process for establishing diplomatic relations and missions, highlighting the role of consent, agrément, and accreditation. 					(10 marks)
b) With reference to African practice, assess how reciprocity shapes diplomatic relations between states. 									(10 marks)

QUESTION SIX
a) Discuss the functions of diplomatic missions under Article 3 of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations (1961). 							(10 marks)
b) Analyze the principle of inviolability of diplomatic premises, explaining why it is regarded as absolute under international law. Use at least one case example. 		(10 marks)

QUESTION SEVEN
a) Distinguish between diplomatic law and consular law, focusing on functions and immunities. 											(10 marks)
b) Using African examples, examine how the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations (1963) balances state sovereignty with the protection of foreign nationals. 		(10 marks)
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