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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
NURTURING INNOVATORS
MAY-AUGUST 2023 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATION FOR BACHELOR OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
DAY PROGRAMME
RJN 113: ENGLISH FOR JOURNALISTS
DATE:									TIME: 2 HOURS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate the number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.


ANSWER QUESTION ONE (COMPULSORY) AND ANY OTHER TWO 

Question One Compulsory (30 marks)
Read the following passage and answer Questions a-c:
When Jane Austen wrote Emma in 1815, she intended to create a heroine her readers would find it hard to like. In his update, Alexander McCall Smith has gone further: his whole novel is dislikeable. Part of the Austen Project, in which six of the great novelist’s works get a retelling, Emma joins Val McDermid’s Northanger Abbey and Joanna Trollope’s Sense and Sensibility on the shelf marked “SLAGIATT” (seemed like a good idea at the time). Indeed, what could be more enticing than the prospect of Austen’s sharp observations married to McCall Smith’s lovable characters; her gripping affairs of the heart matched with his charming style? Yet the result is closer to lazy parody than affectionate homage. There are nods to the 21st century: an email here, a gastropub there. It’s not a patch on the wholesale update of the film Clueless, with Alicia Silverstone as a teen brat in Beverly Hills. In terms of what makes contrasting the two centuries worthwhile – ethical values, gender politics, and moral judgments – this Emma is the same vintage as Austen’s. Rather than being modernised, the heroine has been merely rephrased: from “handsome, clever and rich” to “pretty, clever and rich”, with a Mini Cooper and a design degree. Her widowed father has made his fortune from inventing a gadget and now devotes himself to worrying about germs. Home is still the Hartfield Estate but now it’s in Norfolk, not Surrey. And Emma still derives satisfaction from choreographing other people’s lives. The child who once liked to rearrange objects “to make them happier” has become not an architect, a psychologist or a dating app developer but an interior designer with a kinky penchant for matchmaking. McCall Smith said Freud would be looking over his shoulder while he wrote, and there are tantalising hints at sexual exploration: Emma likes to reflect on the physical attractions of female friends and is brisk in her dismissal of men. But instead of anything as radical as a gay Emma or a militant feminist Emma, McCall Smith still hastily bundles her off to a conventional marriage. He seems to have been equally hasty in the actual business of writing, producing such corkers as “suffering from toothache caused by an area of sensitivity in one of his teeth”. But the biggest problem with this reworking is that it casts a pall over the original. For if McCall Smith’s Emma could be so far from the young women of Britain today, can Austen’s Emma be trusted as a window to Regency England? 
(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/bookreviews/11228318/Emma-a-Modern. Retelling-by-Alexander-McCall-Smith.html)
Questions
a) Provide a heading for this passage 					(2mks).
b) Identify the genre the passage belongs to in Journalism 		(2mks).
c) Describe and illustrate the author’s opinion with 4 pieces of evidence from the passage 
(9mks).
d) Explain the meaning of the following words as used in the passage:
(i) Parody
(ii) Homage
(iii) Pall
(iv) Enticing 							(4mks)
e) Circle the part of speech represented by the world in bold:
1. He was having a very high fever. 					(1mk)
a. adjective
b. verb
c. pronoun
2. Today he is the happiest man in the entire universe. 		(1mk)
a. verb
b. adjective
c. preposition
3. They have several renowned friends. 				(1mk)
a. noun
b. adverb
c. interjection
4. Choose the most liked dress for the party.				 (1mk)
a. verb
b. pronoun
c. noun
5. Nina is the creative student in the classroom. 			(1mk)
a. interjection
b. preposition
c. verb
6. A sports bike goes fast. 						(1mk)
a. adverb
b. verb
c. adjective
7. He was fuming in anger but never said a single word. 			(1mk)
a. interjection
b. noun
c. conjunction
8. There seems to be a dog under the table. 					(1mk)
a. conjunction
b. interjection
c. preposition
9. These people reside in a tiny clustered village above the stream of water. (1mk)
a. adverb
b. pronoun
c. preposition
10. She cut herself while chopping the fruits. 				(1mk)
a. verb
b. adjective
c. adverb 

f) Rewrite the following wrongly constructed/used sentences:
c. Studying very hard on weekends. 				(1mk)
c. His family went to Australia then they immigrated to Canada. 	(1mk)
c. Our results are inconsistent. The program obviously contains an error. A revision of the program is required 				(1mk). 
Question Two
c. Use an example to explain each of these in a piece of writing: 
1. Sentence style
1. Stylistic devices
1. Foreign word use 						(6mks).
c. [bookmark: _GoBack]Write a brief feature story (400-600 words) on a topic of your choice. Ensure to include stylistic devices, foreign words, and observe sentence style 										(9mks).


Question Three
a) Using one example of each, distinguish among simple, compound, and complex 
sentences (6mks).
b) Write a paragraph about climate change where you include all the four structural types of sentences (9mks).

Question Four
a) Elaborate on the following types of writing: Expository; Descriptive; Persuasive; Narrative (8mks).

b) Choose any one of the four types of writing above and write a 5-paragraph essay on a topic of your choice (7mks).
Question Five
a) Decide if the sentence is passive or active. If it’s passive, write it in the active voice. If it’s active, write it in the passive voice.

2. That house was built by a famous architect.

2. They are preparing your food for delivery.
2. Did it feel like they were watching us?
2. The movie was inspired by real events.
2. We made a mistake when we were processing your plane ticket. (5mks)
b) For each of the following words, list 2 synonyms and 2 antonyms.
(i) Frugal (2mks)
(ii) Thin (of a person) (2mks)
c) (i) Define phonetics (1mk)
(ii) Mention 3 speech organs used in phonetics (3mks) 
(iii) Give 2 different examples of phonetics (2mks). 
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