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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
NURTURING INNOVATORS
MAY-AUGUST 2024 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATION FOR DIPLOMA IN COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
DAY PROGRAMME
RJN 016: MEDIA AND SOCIETY
[bookmark: _GoBack]DATE:7TH AUGUST 2024						 TIME: 2 HOURS: 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
i. Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
ii. This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet
QUESTION ONE (COMPULSORY)
a) Define the communication process and its key components 			(4 marks)
b) Describe the role of encoding and decoding in the communication process 	(4 marks)
c) In five points, assess the ethical implications of media practices such as sensationalism, and misinformation in the dissemination of news in Kenya 			(10 marks)
d) How can Kenyan media organizations use the principles of the Uses and Gratifications Theory to create content that matches the interests and preferences of their audience? Explain your answers in six points 						(12 marks)

ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS
QUESTION TWO
a) Define media literacy								 (3 marks)
b) In four points, evaluate the role of media literacy in addressing contemporary challenges in Kenya. Provide examples to illustrate your points 				(12 marks)

QUESTION THREE
a) Describe "the fourth estate" as it is utilized in the media 			(3 marks)
b) Analyze the challenges facing the media as the fourth estate in developing nations 
( 6 marks)
c) What strategies can be developed to overcome these challenges and enhance the media's role in promoting democracy and accountability? 				(6 marks)

QUESTION FOUR
a) Identify and describe any stereotypes commonly perpetuated by the media globally
 (5 marks)
b) In five points, critique how these stereotypes impact individuals or groups portrayed in the media 										(10 marks)
QUESTION FIVE
a) Analyze the rise of TikTok and X Social media applications within Kenya. How can Kenyan media outlets strategically utilize these platforms to produce content that effectively engages and meets the needs of their audiences? Provide three detailed strategies 										(9 marks)
b) What could be the potential impact on the quality and credibility of such content? 
(6 marks)
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