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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
NURTURING INNOVATORS
SEPTEMBER–DECEMBER 2022 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATION FOR BACHELOR OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
 DAY PROGRAMME
RJN 218: MASS COMMUNICATION THEORY
DATE:   TUESDAY, 29TH NOVEMBER 2022	                     TIME: 2 HOURS       11:30 AM – 01:30 PM
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is an open book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are permitted. However, laptops, phones and any gadgets of communication should be kept away. 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in the book.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of the booklet.

THIS IS AN OPEN BOOK EXAM
QUESTION ONE (COMPULSORY)
a) With reference to ONE suitable theory and, citing at least two examples from the contemporary Kenyan political landscape, explain how media coverage influenced voter behavior towards the 2022 elections. 						(10 marks)
b) “Edmund Burke said there were Three Estates in Parliament; but, in the Reporters’ Gallery yonder, there sat a Fourth Estate more important far than they all”.  Do you agree with Edmund’s sentiments? 							(10 marks)
c) Pick any one of the seven traditions of the mass communication theories and explain how this tradition has grounded the development of mass communication in this era. Give practical examples from the Kenyan media. 					(10 marks)
SECTION B- PICK ANY TWO QUESTIONS
QUESTION TWO
With at least five examples, pick a theory and explain how it would aid you in studying Kenyan media audiences and their consumption patterns in the current technological era. 	(15 marks)
QUESTION THREE
According to Edward Herman and Noam Chomsky’s Propaganda Theory, “Media’s emphasis is on profit making”.  With at least five examples, give your view points. 		(15 marks)
QUESTION FOUR
With one mass communication theory, explain in three points how the Kenya media can report in equal measures on the broad society. 							(15 marks)
QUESTION FIVE
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the theories we discussed in class assumes that people are rational and can distinguish between truth and falsehood, and between good and evil.  What is your opinion on this statement? 										(15 marks)
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