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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2023 TRIMESTER 
FINAL EXAMINATIONS FOR DEGREE IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
RIR 301: RESEARCH METHODS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

	Date: 	Duration:  2 Hours

	


GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
1 Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2 Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3 Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s). 
4 Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
5 PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
6 For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered them. 
7 Write your answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8 Keep your phone(s) SWITCHED OFF at the front of the examination room. 

9 Keep ALL bags and caps at the front of the examination room and do not refer to any unauthorized material before or during the course of the examination. 
10 You are only allowed to leave the examination room 30minutes to the end of the Examination. 	


[bookmark: _GoBack]SECTION A: COMPULSORY (30 MARKS)
Below is an abstract from a research project, read and answer the questions that follow

The nature of interstate relations over shared resources has depicted a dynamic nature oscillating between conflict and cooperation dichotomy. Egypt and Ethiopia are no exception when it comes to the shared resource of the Nile River. This study set out to assess how the use of a shared trans-boundary River Nile water resource affects interstate relations between Egypt and Ethiopia. In order to fulfil the aforementioned aim of the study, three questions were raised: One, how has the hydro- political dynamic influenced the relationship between Egypt and Ethiopia? Two, what explains the changing hydro-political dynamics on Egypt-Ethiopia’s relations? Three, how do Egypt and Ethiopia relate to other Nile Basin states in regards to the Nile? The study adopted qualitative approach based on case study research design. Interview method was employed, and books, journals and other publications on Nile River were also reviewed. The study concluded that trans-boundary resources have two main ramifications on interstate relations; that is, unifying or dividing the nations. 
 
a) Based on the abstract above answer the following:

i) Write an appropriate research topic for this research project; stating the independent and dependent variable								(6marks)
ii) State the main objective of the research project				(2marks)
iii) Formulate Two specific objectives						(4 marks)
iv) State TWO research questions						(4 marks)
		


b) A researcher has designed an experiment to investigate different behavior patterns of first year students in the school of IR&D at different ages. Their ages are as follows:
15, 16, 15, 17, 14, 18, 19, 20, 19, 16, 15, 21, 22, 18, 17
Using the above data calculate: 
i. The mean                                                                              (2 marks)
ii. Standard deviation                                                                (3 marks)
iii. By grouping the data into classes i.e (13-16,17-20,...) , present this grouped data using  bar chart (3 marks)
c) Explain THREE ways available for researchers to use information gathered from literature sources without accusation of plagiarism (6 marks)

                                                          
       

SECTION B: CHOOSE TWO QUESTIONS FROM THIS SECTION (40 MARKS)    

                            QUESTION TWO (20 marks)
a) Discuss formative and summative evaluation as categories of evaluation research and outline the purpose for each in research                                                   (8 marks)
b)   Explain SIX reasons why literature review is important in the research process.
(12 marks)

                               QUESTION THREE (20 marks)
  
a) Explain FIVE reasons why hypothesis is important in research (10 marks)
b)  Discuss TWO types of alternative hypothesis (5 marks)
c)  Highlight FIVE characteristics of a good hypothesis (5 marks)

                               QUESTION FOUR (20 marks)
  
a) You are tasked with a research on the impact of social media on the performance of students in the research methods unit in the school of International Relation and Diplomacy.
                       i. In your own word formulate a possible simple problem statement (5marks)
ii. State the possible research objectives (4 marks)?
iii. State two possible hypotheses may arise from this case study (4 marks))
b) Imagine you are a research assistant who is in charge of data collection in survey research and you encounter non response issues during data collection. Explain how you can reduce the rate of non-response in data collection (7 marks)

                               QUESTION FIVE (20 marks)

a) Imagine that you are one of the research assistants in a study tasked with data collection discuss three research ethics that you are going to employ during the process (8marks)
b) Assume that you are conducting research on “ performance of students at Riara university” Discuss how you can apply both simple random sampling and stratified random sampling as probability sampling procedures to achieve your research objectives                            (12 marks)
***END OF QUESTION PAPER***
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