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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
MAY-AUGUST  2023 TRIMESTER 
FINAL EXAMINATIONS FOR DIPLOMA IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
RIR 056: RESEARCH METHODS IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

	Date: 10TH AUGUST 2023	Duration:  2 Hours

	


GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate the number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.

SECTION A: ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS IN THIS SECTION (30 MARKS)
QUESTION ONE 
a) Explain the following terms as used in research                         		(2 marks)               
i. Population
ii. Sample size

b) Rather than research being the main source of knowledge what are other sources of knowledge that exists? Explain your answers
	(8 marks)
c) A Consider the following data on age of children under a given study:
5, 8, 10, 10, 7, 3, 5, 6, 2, 8, 9, 10, 7, 8, 2, 8
Using the above data calculate
i. Median                                                                              		 (2 marks)
ii. Mean                                                                                    		 (2 marks)
iii. Standard deviation                                                                		(3 marks)
iv. Inter-quartile range                                                               		(3 marks)
d) “The mainstay of social research is the scientific method.” Explain FIVE key characteristics of this method                                            		          ( 10 marks)

SECTION B: CHOOSE TWO QUESTIONS FROM THIS SECTION (40 MARKS)

QUESTION TWO
a)   Make a justification for literature review in the process of undertaking a research project                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                  	 (12 marks)
b) Briefly describe the procedure which you would use when reviewing
Literature                                                                                          	(8 marks)

QUESTION THREE 
a) You have been appointed as a lead researcher in carrying out an investigation amongst the Form V students of a secondary school near Riara university. What are some of the ethical considerations that you should take into account during data collection? 
                                                                                                   	(10 marks)



b) For any piece of writing (whether it is a thesis, a paper, a research proposal or a popular article), it is important that the writer understand who are their readers and how will they use it. Briefly explain the importance of this knowledge                                                                                     
		(2 marks)

c) Discuss basic characteristic of scientific method 
                                                                                                                         		 (8 marks)
QUESTION FOUR 
Discuss the main components of a good research proposal                   	        (20 marks)

[bookmark: _GoBack]QUESTION FIVE
a) At the Centre of a research project is the sampling process. Discuss the advantages sampling in research.                                                   		(6 marks)

b) Briefly explain why you would prefer probability sampling over non¬ probability sampling.                                                                      		 (3 marks)

c) Identify circumstances where probability sampling may be an appropriate sampling strategy?                                                                        		 (3 marks)

d) Examine the strengths and weaknesses of using questionnaires as tools of data collection.                                                                                 		(8 marks)
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