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UNIVERSITY EXAMINATIONS

EXAMINATION FOR JANUARY TO APRIL 2024
BACHELOR OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY

RIR 301: RESEARCH METHODS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

DATE: APRIL 2024
TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:


Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.

This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

Write your REGISTRATION NUMBER clearly on the answer booklet(s).
Answer question one (compulsory) and any other two. 

Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s).  

Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question.

PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.

For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered them.  

Write your answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise.

   Keep your phone(s) SWITCHED OFF at the front of the examination room and NOT on your person.

Keep ALL bags and caps at the front of the examination room and do not refer to any unauthorized material before or during the course of the examination.

You are only allowed to leave the exam room 30minutes to the end of the Exam. 

SECTION A: (COMPULSORY) (30 MARKS). 

QUESTION ONE

Using examples, examine ethical violations in social science research 
(10marks)                                                                                                                        
Explain why a hypothesis is important in social science research.   
(5marks)          
Examine the advantages of using physical artefacts as a source of evidence for a case study.       








 (5marks)        

Give the differences between pure research and applied research 

(5marks)                                                                                                                            

Explain why writing a report is important in social science 


(5marks)

SECTION B: ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS (40 MARKS)

QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS)

Explain the importance of statistics in social research methods         












 (2marks)              

Using four examples, examine FOUR points to consider when choosing a research topic  

(16marks)
Explain how qualitative research method is used in social science research methods

(2marks)

QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS)

Evaluate FIVE characteristics of qualitative research methods.                               (20marks)

QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS)

Critique the importance of doing literature review in research methods for social sciences.  








 (4marks)
Evaluate the necessity of having a historical background in a research proposal.         

(4marks)

Using two examples, describe TWO characteristics of a researcher.         
 (4marks)

Explain TWO features of quantitative research methods. 


(4marks)

Analyze TWO problems encountered in data analysis                                   (4marks)

QUESTION FIVE (20 MARKS)

Assess the importance of a purpose statement in a research proposal.
(4marks)                                                                                                                   

Explain the role of a hypothesis in a research proposal. 


(2marks)

Using TWO examples, evaluate contents of a research report.                    
(4marks)  

Explain the meaning of informed consent in the context of ethics in research methods. 

(2marks) 

Using TWO examples defend the importance of research.                           
(8marks).                                                                                              
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