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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER 2024 TRIMESTER 
SCHOOL: RIARA LAW SCHOOL
END OF SEMESTER FINAL EXAM (EVENING CLASS)
RFC 203: LEGAL SYSTEMS & SOCIAL POLITICAL THOUGHT
DATE: 5TH DECEMBER 2024							     TIME: 2 HOURS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s).
2.  Exam has two sections, a & b
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s). 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered. 
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question.
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through! 
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this booklet.
11. [bookmark: _Toc294855795][bookmark: _Toc287618643]Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet 


SECTION A: ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS (25 MARKS)
1. Every human society, throughout history MUST use a formal legal system one way or another. A true or false statement? (2 marks). Defend your answer 		(2 marks)

2. Mention and describe 1 formal law within your field of study/program at Riara University. Show the relevance of this law in today’s society.		 (3 marks). 

3. Common law is law derived from legislation or acts of parliament. A true or false statement? 									(3 marks)
A. True 
B. False 
C. Neither A nor B
D. Both A & B
E. None of the above

4. A crime is an offense against the state much as it can be on offense against an individual. A true or false statement? 							(3 marks)
A. False
B. True
C. True or false depending on the state
D. None of the above

5. Because the Quran is the word of God under Islamic law and theology, therefore the belief is that all matters relating to Shariah law are explicitly mentioned or discussed in the Quran. Is this a true or false statement? 					(3 marks)
A. True 
B. Only Allah can know whether it is true or false 
C. Could be true or false
D. False 
E. Muslims around the world don’t agree on this truth  

6. The customary laws in Kenya only applies in civil cases. Is this a true or false statement? 
(3 marks).

A. False
B. Perhaps true
C. True
D. True or false depending on the context
E. None of the above
 
7. (i) what is the most pressing legal issue currently capturing global attention (headline news) right at this moment? Describe the issue providing its details (i.e., where, when, and who is involved) 								(2marks)
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(ii) Use your answer in (i) above to discuss where this issue would be categorized under the dominant legal systems we have discussed in class this semester. Justify your answer 
(2 marks) 
(iii) From your knowledge and experience in this class how would the above issue be resolved amicably 								(2 marks)

SECTION B: QUESTION 8 IS COMPULSORY. ANSWER ANY ADDITIONAL 2 QUESTIONS. IN TOTAL ANSWER 3 QUESTIONS FROM THIS SECTION (45 MARKS).
8. Drawing from the recent class trip at the Supreme Court
(i)Discuss any 3 functions of the Supreme Court in the Republic of Kenya 	(9 marks)
(ii)Discuss any 1 new thing you learnt during the class trip at the Supreme Court that you didn’t know prior to the trip 							(3 marks). 
(iii) Demonstrate its relevance to the course and real life in society 		(3 marks)

9. (i) Discuss any 3 ways highlighting the practical utility value of this course (Legal Systems & Social Political Thought) for a modern society 			(6 marks)
(ii) Drawing from your program of study at Riara University, clearly show 3 ways how this course has benefited you and the impact it has made in your life this semester and going forward 									(6 marks)
(iii) Suggest any changes that could be made on how the course could be taught in the future to make it more interesting and valuable to the learners 		(3 marks)

10. (i) Under the Islamic law or the Sharia law, the Quran requires solid proof—beyond any doubt, before an individual is convicted of serious crimes punishable by death such as zina. One of the ways to prove that zina was committed is through the testimony of 4 reliable eye witnesses. Describe any 3 requirements, conditions or qualities under Islamic teachings that a credible eye witness must meet for there to be a conviction punishable by death 										(5 marks).
(ii) For the 3 requirements, conditions or qualities you have discussed above, assess your agreement or disagreement with each one of them, clearly indicating how they could be perceived in a modern and global society that we live in today. 		(10 marks).

11. (a) Discuss what you understand by the Socialist law/legal system, highlighting any 3 of its attributes 									(5 marks).
(b) Show 3 areas/ways in which this system of law is similar to the Kenyan or any of the legal systems in Africa. Use illustrations for each of the 3 above to make your case 
(10 marks).

image1.png
Riaralx)

University




